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I. SPECIAL TOPICS. 





1. Interim Report of the Committee on the 
League Council. 


On May 10th Lord Cecil went to Geneva to represent Great Britain - 
on the Committee which was set up to consider the composition of the 
league Council, after the break-down of the efforts to admit Germany 
last March. 

Tie Committee sat for a week, and adjourned until June 28th. It 
has not drawn up any Report as yet on the question of increasing the 
permanent membership, but it has drafted a Report on the conditions of 
non-permanent membership. This embodies a plan put forward by Lord 
Cecil, which would increase the number of temporary Members from six 
to nine, and fix their term of office at three years. After that would 
follow a period of three years during which a State tnat has just 
retired would not be eligible for re-election - unless (and here is 
an important proviso) the Assembly votes by a two-thirds majority to 
keep that State upon the Council. 

The South American States ought to be better pleased with this 
proposal than their present Council representatives apparently aro, 
for as there are sixteen of them in the Assembly they can command 
more than a quarter of the suffrages if they vote together, and might 
keep their candidate indefinitely upon the Council. This possibility 
is by no means an objection to Lord Cecil's scheme, for adequate 
South American representation is just what is required. It seems odd 
at first sight therefore that Brazil and Uruguay have stood aloof from 
the Report of the rest of the Committee. So also has Spain. 

Good judges of the diplomatic atmosphere who were in Geneva when 
the Committee was in session are not however much perturbed by these 
manifestations of displeasure among the Latin element on the Council. 
lelegates cannot go too fast ahead of public opinion at home, and 
"amour-propre" neesgs a little time to re-arrange its ruffled feathers. 
Lord Cecil's plan is really open to very little criticism, and combines 
consideration of the needs of the moment with the permanscnt interests 
of the League's constitution, in a way very characteristic of its 
author. If adopted it will emphasise the connection »etween Council 
and Assembly which cannot be too strongly re-inforceu. Tne compara- 
tive smoothness with which the Committee's discussions have proceeded 
so far give real ground for belief that the obstacles to Germany's 
entry will be removed by September. There has been no repetition of 
the wrangles and intrigues which scandalised the world in March. 
Believers in the League's old tradition of open discussion are triumph- 
ing in the visible results of a return to this policy (for all the 
sittings of this Committee have been held in public.) 

We nrint below the full text of Lord Cecil's proposals: 

l. The non-permanent members of the Council shall be elected 

for a term of three years. They shall assume office 
immediately on their election. One-third of their number 


shall be elected each year. 
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2. A retiring member say not be reeelected for tnree years 
comnencing with the date of expiration of its mandate unless the 
Assembly 3hall so decide, either at that date, or in the course 
of the three years, by a majority of two-thirds; tne number of 
members thus re-elected shall not, however, exceed one-third of 
the total number of the non-permanent members of the Council. 

As a transitional measure the decision provided for in the 
preceding varagranh may at the elections of 1927 be taken not 
only with respect to the members whose mandates expire at that 
time, but also with respect to those whose mandates expire in 
1928 and 1929. 

3. Notwithstanding the above provisions, the Assembly may at any 
time by a two-thirds majority decide to proceed, in anvplication 
of Article 4 of the Covenant, to a new election of all the non- 
nermanent members of the Council. In this case the Assembly ] 
shall determine the rules applicable to the new election. f 

4. The non-nermanent mebers shall be increased to nine in number. 

5. In order to bring the above system into operation there shall 

be elected nine members as soon as possible in the next Assembly. 

Three of them shall be elected for a term of three years, three 

for two years, and tnree for one year. 





B.E.C.D. 


2. Current Events in Poland. 


The Press has told us a good deal about the movements in Poland 
that took place during Marshal Pilsudski's coup-d'état, but have not 
clarified its motives, nor vrojected much light on its future. I 
would attribute this not to failure of intelligence among our journal- 
ists, but rather to their acumen. There is no evidence that the hero 
of the Polish soldiers had any definite object in view when he captured 
Warsaw, and little has happened since to sive a safe lead to the : 
yolitical prophet. ; 
A threat of civil war has passed off. Resistance to the triumph \ 
of Socialist ideals of which Pilsudski is an embodiment will surely 
gather in the safe shelter of Prussian Poland but will not necessarily : 
set troons on the march. An effort is being made to sumnon the Diet i 
to Warsaw, in order to ¢lect a new President, and replace the Govern- 
ment on a constitutional basis. This is a symptom of the national 
“will to live" which is a factor in Polish psychology winich has often 
vanquished in history the politically suicidal tendencies of Polish 
statesmanship, and must never be omitted from any estimate of the 
nation's assets. / 
The Polisn Republic has been in existence for seven or eight 
years, and is now in the throes of tne second ‘risis of a major order If 
1) 
| 





that it has encountered since the Allies se at on its feet in 1919. \) 
In 1920 it flung its troops far into Ryussiun territory, and in the ebb Nd | 
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of that adventure the Red army stood before the very gates ef Warsaw. 
It was repulsed, and the Peace of Riga followed, which gave Poland 

the eastern borderlands which she so fiercely coveted, and put their 
White Russian population, together with the Rutherians of East Galicia, 
under her rule. In the same year Vilna was seized by Marshal 
Pilsudski's faithful lieutenant General Zeligowski, and a Lithuanian 
element was adjed to the other non-Polish subjects of the State, thus 


completing a minority population of some ten million souls, owing 


none of that love for the word Poland which is the chief bond vetween 


Poles in the re-united parts of the former kingdom. It does not 
' apvear that Polish policy towards the minorities has yet attached 


them to their masters. National cleavages exist in the Diet, together 


eR ine ss 


with the social cleavages which must take shape in the near future in 


a struggle between land-hungry peasants and the land-owners. Marshal 


Pilsudski, relying as he does on the Left parties, must try to enforce 


méasures of agrarian reform that exist on paper already. This 
necessity must intensify the opvosition to his power by the parties 
of the Right. 

If and when the Diet meets it will focus passions let loose by the 
coup-d' état. The result may be explosive. But even if the volitical 
sterm is weathered for a time, the economic condition of the country 
is so weak that it can hardly sustain the inevitable strain on res- 
ources that accompanies drastic social legislation even in countries 
which can produce a trained body of officials, adequately paid. 

The future is conjectural. 

Meanwhile in the list of European currency fluctuations the 


Polish zloty stands at "50 sellers". 
B.E.C.D. 


3. The German Cebinet. 


On liay 13th Herr Luther, the German Chancellor, resigned as a 
result of a disagreement over the national flag. President von 
Hindenburg shortly before had signed a decree ordering the German 
Embassies and Consulates to hoist alongside the Republican flag the 
German mercantile flag which has the black, white and red of the 
German Empire with the colours of the Republic in the corner. It 
was thought by the Democrats that the Chancéllor was playing into the 
hands of the Monarchists, and after a debate lasting two days the 
Reichstag, by 176 votes to 146 adopted a motion introduced by the 
Democrats in condemnation of Herr Luther's action in the flag question. 
On May 14th the President nominated Herr Gessler, Winister of Defence, 
as senior member of the Cabinet, to act as Chancellor provisionally. 
At the same time Herr Gessler was asked to consider whether he could 
form a new €abinet on the basis of the iiinority coalition on which the 
Luther Government had until recently rested, This Herr Gessler 
found himself personally unable to do. On May 17th it wos officially 
announced that President yon Hindenburg had annointed Herr Marx as 
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Chancellor and had entrusted him with the offices of Minister of 
Justice and Minister for the Occupied Territories, and that, acting 
on the proposal of the President, Herr Marx had confirmed the remaining 
Ministers of the late Government in their offices. 
The new Cabinet of Herr Marx is therefcre es follows: 
Herr Marx (Centre) ...... Chancellor, Minister of Justice 


and of the Occupied Territories. 


Herr Kulz (Democrat)..... Interior. 
Herr Stresemann ( Peiples' 
Party Foreign Affairs. 
Herr Reinhold Pin & Finance. 
Herr Gessler (Democrat).. Defence. 
Herr Brauns (Centre)..... Labour 
Herr Curtius (Eeccles' 
Ferty).... Economic Affairs. 
Herr Haslinds (Centre)... Pood. 
Herr Stingl ( Baverian 
Peoples! 
Farty).+-. Posts. 
Eerr Krohne ( Pecples! 
Party)..+.+.. Communications. 

The settlement between the Feoples' Party and the Centre was made 
after pressure had been brought to bear on the Party leaders by the 
President. The arrangement was to the effect that the Catinet crisis 
must be solved without del<ey and for thie reescn the tro verties were 
wrepared to co-orerate in a mincrity Government; further, the Cabinet 
must include only those rarties which recognised the existing inter- 
national egreements as legajly binding and would guarantee continuity 
in the present foreign policy. 

The Naticnalists will remain in opposition and the Socialists 
retain their freedacem of action. As the deciaration indicates, there 
is no doubt in the minds of the Ministers that the Marx Cabinet is 
merely transitional. On May 19th Herr Marx in a brief statement in 
the Reichstag announced that the intention of his Cabinet was to 
pursue the foteizgn policy of the Luther Government. 

The flag craer ie not to be rescinjed but it is expected that it 
will remain in abeyance until an agreenent has been reached on the 
German "Union Fleg" as proposed in the recent letter of President von 
Hindenburg. A committee of heraldic experts is endeavouring to 
devise one. 
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NOTES & NEWS. 


| The Surrender of Abd-el-Krim. } 
| Following the breakdown of the Ujda Conference, disaster was i 
' swift to overtake the fortunes of the Rifi. The Franco-Spanish | 
offensive opened with an intensity which, with their inferior equip- 
ment, they were quite unable to withstand, and within three weeks 
Avd-el-Krim was virtually a prisoner in the massif of Jebel Hamnan. 
Almost immediately after his request for the suspension of hostilities 
had been refused by the French Government, ne, with his family and 
all his property, surrendered to the French. 

Though hostilities may still be pursued against isolated tribes 
who have not yet submitted, the collapse of the Rifi synchronises 
with the fall of their leader, whose personality and control alone 
kept them together. Bhat Abd-el~Krim should twice have turned down 
what were generally considered the favourable terms offered by the 
French and Spanish Governments (in July last and at the Ujda Conference) 
and in the end achieve nothing is eloquent proof of the strength of 
his ambitions and lack of calculation - two weaknesses seemingly 
exploited by foreigners - mining concession-hunters and financial 
intriguers, who on both occasions advised him, for their ow ends, 
not to accept the’ Franco-Spanish terms. Presumably it was they also 
who fostered the illusion that Great Britain might intervene on 
behalf of the Rifi, for it now transpires that on two occasions, in 
June and July last, Abd-el-Krim wrote soliciting the good offices of 
H.M. Government in the interests of peace. Both requests were 
refused, but the belief that Great Britain might contemplate such 
interference, though unfounded, roused resentment in France and 
Spain and encouraged Abd-el-Krim to form a mistaken view of the 
situation. News of his surrender was received with intense relief, | 
varticularly in France, whose Treasury will at last be relieved of 
the heavy drain of expenses imposed by the Moroccan campaign. 





The Mosul Agreement. 
According to a semi-official report received at Geneva the signature 


of the Agreement concluded between Great Britain and the Angora 
Government is imminent. Three Committees, economic, political and 
military, have been putting the finishing touches to the document. 
The bases of the Agreement are understood to be as follows: 
(1) Turkey is to obtain a rectification of her frontier, which r 
though it will not give her the town of Mosul will secure her imror- ‘| 
tant advantages from the strategical standpoint. 
(2) Great Britain, Turkey and Iraq are to unite in a pact of non- 
aggression to which Persia will also be a party. } 
(3) An economic Convention will enable Turkey to have access to 
the natural wealth of the Mosul district. af 
(4) Turkey is to apply at once for admission to the League of ie 
Nations, as indeed she pledged herself to do in the Treaty of op 


Lausanne. 
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The first clause of this Agreement will no doubt occasion 
' considerabie discussion as it will be remembered that any rectifica- 
| tion of the frontier must come tefore the League, and tne extent of 
_ the rectification to be demanded by Turkey is a matter of ominous 
- conjecture. The key to the Agreement is probably to be found in the 
_ third clause dealing with the economic concessions, and the settlement 
arrived at here will largely determine the frontier question. 


_ Reparation Payments for April, 1926. 
“  - «*-The statement of receipts and payments under the Dawes Plan 
issued by the Agent-General for Reparation Payments for the month of 
April, 1926 shows that receipts for this month total 132,572,265 
gold marks, making the cumulative total received up to April 30th 
735,282,724 gold marks. The amount received by the Powers for the 
month of April was 83,217,403 gold marks, apnortioned as followe 

April, 1926- Cumulative Total to April 50,1926. 














Gold Marks. Gold Marks. 

France. 42,782,757. 359 , 668,789. 
British Empire. 20,322,306. 144,465,785. 
Italy. 5,640,371. 43,434,988. 
Belgium. 9,583 9359. 75,661,704. 
Serb-Croat- 

Slovene State. 2,553,549. 22,444,471. 
Rumania. 999,129. 5,822,076. 
Japan. 535,656. 555,477. 
Portugal. 716,963. 4,213,816. 
Greece. 276,190. 1,994,272. 
Poland. 6,539. 60,777. 


French Finance. : 
An important conference was held on May 19th at the Elysee to 


consider measures to remedy the financial situation caused by the fall 
of the franc. Among those present were M. Briand, M. Péret, M. 
Robineau, Governor, and members of the Council of the Banque de 
France » M. de Rothschild and M. Neuflize, bankers. The tendency 
of the franc during the day was very uncertain, oscillating between 
169 and 177. The most apparent cause of the sudden break was the 
heavy sale of francs which had been made on the international money- 
markets on behalf of the Italian Treasury in its attempt to maintain 
the lira, and it cannot be doubted that the sensitiveness of the franc 
to outside shocks has been immensely increased by the loss of einen 
of the Srench people themselves in their own currency. 

The measures considered at the conference were submitted to the 
Council of Ministers the following day. After the meeting, HM. Péret 
Stated that the Government had examined the exchange situation and nad 
recognised the necessity of acting with energy and cuntinuity. It 
was unanimous in considering that measures of a technical nature would 
have to be adopted to support thé franc, the fall of which was not 
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justified by anything in the internal conditions of the country. 
/0On May 2lst, M. Peret stated that an agreement had been arrived at 
between the Government and the Banque de France as to measures to 
pe taken for the support of the franc. On liay 26th it was reported 
that the Government had decided to nominate a Committee of financial 
experts to consider the best means of improving the financial position 
‘of Prance. This Comittee, wnich is to consist of some ten members, 
is on the limes of the Cunliffe Comzittee. 
Two decisions have been taken by the Government to prevent 
snveculation and the export of capital. The first involves the 
suppression of mail credits granted by French banks to foreign clients. 
The second decision is intendsd to enforce the regulations by which 
French exporters are bound to bring back to France the proceeds of the 
sale of treir goods within three months of payment. 


III. GENERAL INTEREST. 





BELGIUM. 
May 16th: M. Jaspar informed tne King that he would endeavour to 


form a Ministry. 
May 20th: All the grouns of the Chamber and Senate with the exception 


of the two Communist Deputies and the five Flemish Extremists have 
given their support to the iiinistry formed by M. Jaspar, which has 


finally been constituted. 
Vay 27th: The Centrale Nationsle of the Belgian Miners has decided 


to send 100,000f. (approximately £666) to the British miners on 
strike. 





BULGARIA. 
May L?th: An “incident" occurred on the Greco-Bulgarian frontier, 


wnen a Greek post was attacked by an unknown party. A Greek 
soldier and one of the attackers was milled in an exchange of shots. 
May 20th: The Turco-Bulgarian Treaty of Friendship concluded last 
autumn was laid before the Sobranye for ratification. 

May 22nd: The Foreign Affairs Committee unanimously anproved the 
Turco-Bulgarian Treaty of Sriendship, the ratification of which is 
thus assured. 

May 26th: The depate on the Turco-Bulgarian Treaty opened in the 
Sobranye. Opposition groups are against ratification. 








CANADA. 
May 21st: In reply to a request to define the Government's attitude 





to the Locarno Treaty, Mr. Mackenzie King, Prime ‘linister, stated 
that until Germany anrtered the League, such a statement was 
unnecessary. 
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CHINA. 
May 17th: Events in Canton have placed Chang Kai-Shek, commander of 
the army, in the position of a ‘war lord’. In Peking Mr. W.W. Yen 


is endeavouring to form a Cabinet, but his nominees refuse to accept 
office. 

May 19th: The Kuomintang (Republican Revolutionary Party) in Canton 
has adopted proposals for suppressing the Communists. Ia hong-Kong 
the pronosals for a settlement of the boycott are regarded as 


favourable. 
May 22nd: Owing to the confused state of the country and the absence 


of any competent central government, foreign relations with China 


are virtually suspended. 
May 24th: The British Consul at Swatow wus attacked by pickets while 


removing Cozmunist pesters from the walls of the Consulate. 
May 25th: General Tong Shang-chi, the ally ofCanton, suffered defeat 
and retreated to the Kwangtung border. Troops in Canton are pre- 


paring for a northern expedition. 
Mey 27th; Military authoritie at Tientsin have taken over the salt 
administration there and are collecting the selt revenues in contempt 


of international obligations. 











FINLAND. 
~ Mey 7; 14th: M. Chakete, the Latvian President, accompanied by the 


terclas | Minister Me. Ulmanis, arrived on an official visit to Finland 
in connection with the long discussed union of Baltic States. 


FRANCE. 
~ May 14th: Events in Poland are causing considerable anxiety in France 


and the Te emps iakes an urgent appeal to the Polish people to avoid 


civil war. 
May 16th: it. Péeret, Finance “Minister, arrived in London, accompanied 


by the Vice-Governor of the Banque de France, for the discussion of 
the settlement of the French debt to Great Britain. 

The continued fall of the franc is attributed by the Ministry 
of Finance to the general nervousness created by the political crises 
in Germany and Poland and the fall of the lira and the Belgian franc. 
Yay 17th: M. Raoul Peret called upon Nr. Churchill, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer and opened the debt negotiations. 
Vay 18th: Purther conferences tock place between i. Péret and ir. 
Churchill and aleo between the experts of the French iiinistry of 
Finance and the British Treasury. 
May 19th: M. Peret returned to Paris for a meeting of the Council of 
Ministers. The financial experts remained in London to continue their 
discussions with the Treasury. 

A conference was held at the Elysée to consider measures to 
remedy the financial situation caused by the fall of the franc. The 


franc reached 177. ; 
May 20th: At a Council of ‘iinisters, M. Peret gave an account of his 








visit to London. The Council expressed approval of his attitude to- 
wards the debt negotiations. 
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After the Council meeting, %. Peret stated that the Government 


rad examined the exchange situetion and had recognized the necessity 

of acting with energy. 

May 2lst: Me Peret announced that he had concluded his negotiations 

vith the Banque de France and that the Government were nowina 

position to act in defence of the fanc with the full sunport of the 

French banks. 

May 22nd: Although the new Government measures have not been put 

into operation, the franc recovered to 149. 

May 23rd: The 28th National Congress of the French Socialist Party 

onened at Clermont-Ferrand. 

May 26th; 2. Nintchitch, Yugoslav Minister for foreign Affairs, 

arrive? in Paris and was received vy iM. Rriand with whon he discussed 

the impending Signature of theagreement between France and Yuzoslavia. 
Tne Government decided to anooint a committee of financial 

exnerts to consider means of imoroving the financial nosition of France 

Vay 27tke Parliament reassembled for tne sucumer session. On tne | 

motion of Me. Eriand the finance debate was nostnoned for a few days. 

The voting on the motion was 320 to 209. 
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GERMANY. 


“May 12th: The Luther Cabinet wis defeated in the Reichstag by 176 
votes to 146 on a motion introduced by the Democrats in condemnation 
of Herr Luther's action in the flag question. (sse page 4) 
May 13th: At a conference of the German tiiners Union sympathy was 
exvressed for the British miners and it was decided to continue the 
campaign for voluntary subscrintions *t+owaris tneir sunnort. 

l4th: The President nominated Hers Gessler, Minister of Derence, to 
act as Chancellor provisionally. Herr Gessler suvsequently informed 
the Presiient that he found himself unable personally to form a Govern- 


ment. 
May 17th: The new Cabinet took office, with Herr Marx as Chancellor 


(See page 4). 

May 19th: Herr Marx made a brief declaration of policy in the Reichstiz 
wnich was approved witnout dgvision. He announced that the policy 
advocated by the Luther Government would be continued. 

May 2ord; The Berlin Ccoagvess of the German Communist Organization 
(which is semi-military) onened with a march throush the streets of 
Rerlin and disnersed without incident after holding a demonstration. 
Mey 27th; Tne Ruhr industry is uaterially benefiting by the British 


coal stoppage. 











GHEECE 
May 17th: See Bulgaria. 
ay 25th: The Prime Minister designate, General Peraskevopoulos, 


arrived in Athens from Paris and conferred with General Pangalos. 
Vev 27th: The Government has accepted ii. Venizelos's offer of his 
tf the 





services for the negotiations in London on the subject of 
Angio-Greek debts. 
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“SUNGARY. 
“ay o7th: Judgement was rronounced in the forgeries trial. Count 
petrlen and the Governnent were absolved from all suspicion of 
implication an’ the "unselfishness and spotless nast" of the accused 
was ‘a#ken into account in their sentences. The forgers were said 
to hr ve been actuated solely cy petriotic motives. Tire majority of 
prisoners were released. 





‘ITALY. 

| Yay 19th: In a message to tne blackshiris, signer Mussolini announced 
that the aprroval by the Cabinet of the regulations for the applica- 
tion of tne Fascist Lebour Law warks the end of the "sgnoutic «nd 
incanatle democraticeliteral State" whose pi:.ce in Italy has been 
taken by the fascist State. 
Nay 25rd: The eleventh anniversary of Itely's entry into the war was 
celebrated. Signor Hussolini vaid a stite visit to Genoa. 


JAPAN. 
May 243 Renorts that Janan favoursed a separate Anyglo-Japanese- 
American Conference on navel disarmament rathor than a League 
Conference were denied in a statement by the foreign Office. 
Some 900 lives were lost in en eruntion of Tokachi, « volcano 


in Hokkaido rnitherto believed to be extinct. 







May t: Tne Drafting Sub-Committee cf the Preparatory pisarmanent 
Conference met to draft the principles by which the Military and 
Economic Sub-Comnittees are to te guided. 

may 22nd; The Drafting Sub-Committee egain met. iie Paul Boncour, 
tne Prench 4elegete, nroduced * memorandun dealing with guarantees of 
security. 

Yay 24tn: The Nreafting Sub-Committee concluded its discussions; the 
yroposals nut forward by ie Paul Boncour were referred to tie League 
Council. Tre Sub-Committee approved a series of questions put 
forward by Lori Cecil with regard to chemical warfare. 

May 25th: A plenary meeting of the Disarmament Comeittee was neld at 
which the revort of the Drafting Sub-Comiuittee was submitted. 
Niscussion of the revnort was ceferred. 

May 26th: Tre revort of the Drafting Su:-Comnltitee was unanimously 
adopted at a scasion of the Prenaratory Disarmament Comnittee. The 
Comiittee then conclude’t it3 sittings. 














'GAICO. 
May Loth: The Cevernment nas ordered the devortation of the Papal 





vy 





Juncio Mer. Geek. Caruana, on the ground that le entered Mexico 
tauproperly, concealing his identity and his :iission. 
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 soROCCO. 

| Mey 16th: Following the non-euccess of the Ujdr. Conference, the 

french and Spanish forces opened their offensive tothe east and south- 
east of the Rif and successfully occunid their objectives. On the 
west front, near the Tan:ier Zone, Rifi and Jebala contingents over- 
ran the tribes which recently submitted to the Svaniards and ccused 
great hevoce 

Vay 17th: The Anjera tribe, whose territory is behind the Snanish 

inesS in Morocco, egain revolied. Tlie Franco-Spanish edvance con- 
tinues in the eestern part of thie aif. 

Nay 18th: The Franco-Snanish advance continues. In the Jati.le country 
the Svaniards have been heavily engaged and sustained serious losses. 
Nay 19th: The French offensive in the eastcrn part of the Rif was 
resumed and is stated to be making favourable progress. 
Yay 20th; In the face of stubtorn ovnosition, French forces wade con- 
siderable nrogress in the eastern nart of the Rif. In the Jvabela 
country the Spaniards cleared the valley near Tetuan of tle enemy. 
Vay 21st: Spanish forces advancing from Ajdir and irench and spanish 
forces advencing into the nif from the east and south-east joined on 
the Wad Nekor. The #rench opened a new offensive north of Taunat and 
the Middle Wergha. 
Vay 23rd: Kelaa, the key to the ultimate domination of the Eeni Zerual, 
was occunied by French forces. Nearly 1,000 square miles of territory 
have keen occuniedc during the offensive. 
May 23rd: French irregulat troops occupied Targuist, the headquarters 
of Abd-el-Krin. The Rif is now cut in half by the Franco-Spanish 
front. 
i. Parent, a menber of the French sanitary commission to the Rif, 
arrived in Fez with x letter from Abd-el-Krim to mK. Steeg, French 
Resitent-General in Morocco. The letter contains a request for the 
suspension of hostilities. 
May 25th: Continued progress was made by French and Spanish troons. 
At ». meeting of the Council of ‘‘inisters in Paris, the letter from Abdd- 
ei-Krim to tie Steeg was considered. It was decided to reject the 
proposal for the suspension of hoatilities. 
May 26th: Abd-el-Krim surrendered with his fanily sand all uuis property 
to the French. Yrenchand Snanish native prisoners were handed over 

at Targuiste 

Way 27th: Abd-el-Krim surrendered in person to the French at Izemuren, 
near Targuist. It i3 stated that he will be exiled. Certain Rifi 
and Javala tribes have not yet submitted to the french and Spanish. 


Tre Snanish army continues to advance in the aif. 

















PALESTINE. 
ay 14th: The Arab Executive Comittee has published e memorandum to 


the Permanent Mandates Comcission for the mocting in Geneva next 
month. The Arabs ask tiie Mandates Commission to visit Palestine and 


ascertain the charncter of te general complaints submitted. 
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>: ‘iurshal Pilsudski occuvied Warsaw 
"2 23 Ife Witos (Peasants Party) agreed to attemmt the task of 
forming a Cabinet, abandoned by -f. Grabski. ae succeeded in forming 








a Governnent with nimself as Prime -inister. Count Skrzynski declined 


the nosition of liinister for joreign Aficairs in the new Government. 
vay Leth: Marshal Pilsudski occupied Warsaw. Me Witos refused to 
resign and after the Cabinet and the President iad betaken themselves 
to the Belvedere, the Presidentiel residence, a fight took place. 

May 14th: Members of the Cabinet escaned from \ursaw. T..e Belvedere 
was taken by Pilsudski's troops. The Speaker of the Diet visited 
members or the Cabinet and returned to ‘iarshal Pilsudski bringing with 
him the resignation of boti the President and HK. Witos. liar shal 
Phkisudski, together with the Sneaker of the Diet, i. Rataj, organized 
a new civilian Government. Complete quiet reigns in Warsaw. 

Moy 16th: MM. Witos and several «enerala have been interned. A semi- 
official telegram from Warsaw states that the nunder of casualties 

in tke tvo days fighting was 51 killed and 242 wounded. 

May 17th: if, Rataj, Speaker of the Diet, was anpointed Presi-:ient in 
place of M. Wojciechowski. Le appointed ¥. Bartel Prime winister. 

¥. Bartel formed a Catinet. Efforts are being cade to cring about 

a reconciliation of the onnoshg parties. 

Yay 18th: The total number of nersons killed in tue recent figrting is 
now estimated at 310. 

May 19th: The Government is turning its attention to normal duties. 
There are revorts of opposition to liarsnal Pilsudski by conservative 


elements in Posen under General Haller. 

“Vay Zlst: Satisfactory nrogress towards pacification is renorted from 
Warasawe Marshal Pilsudski has requested that the iiational Assembly 
for tne election of a new President syall be heldin Warsaw and has 
pledged te Army to neutrality. 

Vay 24th: We Rataj, provisional President, summoned the ijational 
Assembly to meet in Warsaw on May 3lst in order to elect a new 
President. Marshal Pilsudski is so far the only candidate mentioned. 
Yay 25th: All traces of he conflict Nave now disanpeared, but immense 
confusion prevails over the question of the nresidential election. 



























REPARATIONS « 


tions in London with the vovernor of the Bank of England and officials 
of the Treasury. 


RUMANIA. 


Ay 25th: The Generzl Election for the Chamber began. 
vay 26th: Partial returns ror the elections to the Chiuaver show an 





overwhelming sajority for the Governaent. 
Jey 2cth: Te elections for the Senate began. 


\ 2erd: The Agent-General ror Reparations Payments held consultation 
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TURIRY - 
“ay Loth: Mehmed VI, ex-Sultan of Turkey, who was csposed by the 
,ational Assembly in November, 1922, cied at San Remo of apoplexy. 








UNION OF SOCIALIS™ SOVIET REPURLIS. 

hay loth: Uoscow announced that the Lritish miners have expressed 
their willingness to accept the assistance from tiie Soviet which the 
T.U.C. refused. The Red Trede Unions passed a resolution immediately 
to remit to them the 2,600,000 reubkles already accumulated. 

Way 18th; The Covernment is renortec to have instructed its diplomatic 
representatives in Poland to endeavour to re-open negotiations fora 
Polish-Soviet Guarantee Pact with M. Rataj and Marshal Pilsudski. 
May 21st: News of the termination of the Lritish general strike 

was received with consternation in Lioscow, where its failure is 
ettributed to the "treachery" of the Trade Union leaders. 











UNITED STATES. 

Mey cOth;: It is stated that vroposals for the settlement of the Tacna- 
Arica dispute on the basis of a division of the territory between 
Chile, Peru and Boiivia are now being considered. 

Mey cSth: The agreement for the funding of the irench debt to the 
United States has teen annpved by the Ways and !feans Comaitiee of the 
Kouse of Representatives. 
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Ive LEAGUE OF NATIONS NOTES. 





Disarmament: ‘“Jhat has been achieved. 

During the latter haif or May thare has been meeting at Geneva 

what is known as the League of Nations "Preparatory Comnission on 

Disarmament". In the Press and elsewh.@we many misconceptions have 

been circulating as to tne ovjects of the discussions and tiie work 

which the Comrission was expected to perform. . 
| 





In the first place, it should be remembered that the meeting of - 
the Commission has not been a “)isarmament Conference" in the full 
sense of the term. To begin with, only eighteen snecisliy invited i] 
nations, including Germany and the United States of America, have j 
taken part in the discussions. It was never intended that the 
Commis3ion should do more trian collect tne varisus national points 
of view which, as well realised in advance, would be bound to differ 
considerably. There can be no snort cut to disarmament, and all 
this spade work will nave to be done if the naticns of the word are 
ever to achieve a solution to the nroclem. The object of the 
Preparatory Comnission is simply, as its name implies, to »repare the 
ground. It will be for the World Disarmament Conference, when it 
meets, to attemnt to reconcile tne different points of view. 

In these early stages of tie discussion, tne refusal of the 

Russian Government to varticipate has not hamncred the proceedings to 

the extent that was anticinated in some quarters. ifr. Hugh Gibson, 

the American delebate, however, received instructions from his Government 
that the Unitei States could not take nart in any discussion that 
sugzested American asscciation with the League. 

It is exnected that the Commission wili meet again in Auyust. 

In the meantime, two sub-committees, appointed by the Commission, 
will be at work considering the question of regional and snecialised 
disarmament. A renort of what has been done so far will come before 


the June Council. 


Mosul. 
In the near future, a treaty may be signed between Great Britain 


and Turkey bringing to ea close tne osul dispute. It will be remembered 
that, after the decision of the League Council on this problem had been 
published, Turkey threatened resistance but soon entered into negotia- 
tions with the British Government. Now a definite agreement anpears 
imminent, one of the terms of which is likely to stipulate for Turkey's 


application for membership of the League. 





(By the courtesy of the League of Nations 
Union) 
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Vv BOOK REVIEWS... 





"Jentates" by Freda White. Jonathan Cape, pp. 196. Price 3/6. 





At last the book, which has been so much wanted, on Mandates has 
appeared. The author is to be congratulated. With admirable clear- 
ness she explains and discusses the problem of Mandates in twelve 
chapters, which contrive at one and the same time to be popular and 
thoroughly welleinformed, and are written in so lively and stimulating 
a fashion that they are likely to make friends as much among experts 
as among ordinary readers. It is not everyone who has the gift of 
combining what is, in reality, a thoughtful and analytic account of 
one of the most interesting cxnocriments in government by imcans of 
international supervision, with the glamour and fascination of foreign 
travel and a direct anpeal to the ever-growing human curiosity regard- 
ing the customs, beliefs and hopes of the backward native races. 

After reading this book no one can have further excuse for not undere 
standing the main things about "Mandates", however cold and legal the 
word sounds, or for not being able to form a fair judgement on what 

has been or is at stake in Mosul, in Palestine, in Syria, in tropical 
Africa and the Pacific Islands. more important still the reader will 


te able to realise the potential instrument for good and for peace that 


there is in the Mandate systen. The author has no manner of doubt 
of the genuine and growing vaiue of League supervision by means of its 
permanent machinery and its appeal to public opinion. "In Africa, 
Asia and the Pacific the League has a statutory interest and a growing 
influence. Its role in those continents is indirect, but it is 
beneficent and non-partisan; a good prologue to the more leading 
part it may have to play in the future." 

There are a number of excellenty clear maps, a full index, 
an introduction by Sir Frederick Lugard and a short bibliography to 
tempt readers deeper into this fascinating subject. 


MeFe 


"German Colonization, Past and Future" by Dr. Heinrick Schnee. Allen 








& Unwin. Price 5/-. 





This book, an account of German colonization by the late Governor 
of German Bast Africa, with an introduction by Dr. Harbutt Dawson, is 
in effect a plea for the restoration of her colonies to Germany. The 
general sympathy, however, which the reader might feel for such a 
Claim, is damped by the exaggerated, one-sided presentation of the 
German case. Not only are the virtues and popularity of the German 
system neinted in too rosy colours, but the real justicication, under 


present conditions, for Germany's claim, i.e. on the score of population, 


need of raw materials or a political place in the sun, does not seem 
to have been thought out. And the author makes a twofold mistake in 
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holding the Mandate system responsible for economic and other troubles 

since the war. For not only are any of tne figures already out of 

date and there is nothing to show that these troubles were not the 

inevitable aftermath of war, but, in any case, there would be no y 
likelihood of restoring any dolony to Germany exceot under tuis very 
mandate aysten. Nevertheless tne took deserves careful reading, if 

oily for the fact that tie question of Germany's contribution to 

colonial nolicies is likely to ze raised in the near future. 


1. 
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VI. NOTICES. 





International Scout Consress at Kenderstec. 

In August next Kendersteg will witness a gathering of the nations 
such as hes never before been seen at that beauty svot of the Sernese 
Oberland. Delegates from some forty different nations will be assembled 
there for the fourth Internaticnal Bcout Congress. Tnev will come 
from every continent of the world to exchange views and discuss the 
future development of the wonderful Scout “ovement, which 2lthougn 
founded by General Sir Robert Baden Powell only eighteen years ago has 
in that short space of time spread to every country of the world and 
numbers alrendy some 2,000,000 active members. 

Tne delegates will be comnosed of the leading men of the movement 
in each country, many or them men not only of national but of world- 
wide reputation. 

The International Scout Consress is leld every two years. The 
first was held in London in 1920, when representatives of 26 nations 
attended; the second at Paris in 1922 when 50 nations were represented; 
and the third at Copenhagen in 1924 when delexates came from 34 nations. 

Switzerland has teen chosen for the fourth Congress and Kendersteg 
was selected as the locale not only on account of its netural beauties, 
but also because the Scouts’ Alpine Club and International Chalet are 
already established tihere. 

Tne Federal Council are actively interesting theuiselves in this 
Congress and will give an official reception to the delegates. 














Summer School for Students of English. 

A Summer Scnool for students of English is to be held at Oxford 
from July 6th-30th. The Courses of Lectures which have been arranged 
include " social Kistory, Institutions and Tendencies of the English . 
People", “Znglish Drama Since Ibsen" "Novelists of To-Day" and "iritten | 
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and Spoken English". Enquiries should be adiressed to lr. ji.H. 
Cutcliffe, 45 Broad Street, Oxford, and should be accompanied by 


International Stamp Couvon for 244. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 





MAY 31ST. 
JUNE SRD. 
JUNE SRD. 
JUNE 4TH. 
JUNE 7TH. 
JUNE 7TH. 


JUNE 8TH. 


JUNE 9TH. 


JUNE 21ST. 


JUNE ?. 
JULY 15TH. 


JU LY 17TH. 


JULY 20TH. 
JULY 25RD. 
JULY 26TH ? 


AUGUST ? 
SEPTELBER 6TH. 





Economic Committee. 

Moslem World Confe ence. 
Financial Committee. 

Control Commission. 

40th Session of the Council. 
Committee for the Establishment 
of a Uniform Mod2l Certificate 
for the Measurement of Vessels. 


Permanent Mandates Commission. 


Preparatory Committee on Economic 
Statistics. 


Interchange of Sanitary Engineers. 
Committee of Experts on the Educa- 


ticn of Young People in the Ideals 
and Work of the League. 


Geneva. 
Mecca. 
Geneva. 
The Hague. 


Geneva. 


Paris. 


Geneva. 


Geneva. 


Great Britain. 


International Eucharistic Conference.Chicago. 


Intcllectual Co-operation Sub- 
Commttee on Intcllectual 
Property. 


Sub-Committee on University 
Relations. 


Sub-Committee on Artsand Letters. 
Sub-Committee on Bibliography. 


Comn.ttee on Private Law in Inland 
Navigation. 


International Scout Congress. 


Seventh Assembly of the Leegue 
of Nations. 


Geneva. 


Geneva. 
Geneva. 


Genevae 


Kenderstesg. 


Geneva. 
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